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International Organization for Biological Control

ÅMission: to promote the worldwide development of Biological 
Control and its application in Integrated Pest Management

Å6 regional sections (West and East Europe, Africa, Asia, 
North and South America) and > 40 working groups

 



IOBC is the only worldwide 

organization representing 

research in biological control in 

various global, regional and 

national organizations for more 

than 50 years

 



International Organization for Biological Control

Since 1956 IOBC developed practically applied biological control 
and integrated pest management programmes  



International Organization for Biological Control

IOBC Europe, with support of the European Commission (EC), was 
the first to develop IPM guidelines for many crops in Europe and 
has since continued to contribute to the development of principles 
of sustainable agriculture, e.g. guidelines on Integrated 
Production

IPM

training

1980
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IPM is not: - Intelligent Pesticide Manipulation

- Integrated Pesticide Management

- The replacement of one conventional pesticide 
with an alternative, because the pesticide 
does not work anymore
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IPM is a systems approach and has been used since the start 
of agriculture 10,000 years ago, with a short interruption from 
1945 - 2014
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Biological control alone cannot manage all pests, diseases and 
weeds

Biological control is one of the cornerstones of IPM: if it 
works, it works forever and does not negatively interfere 
with other non - chemical management methods
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Eliminated by chemical control

Frustrated by chemical control



IPM in Europe

Years ago IOBC tried to get IPM accepted as the 
official plant protection philosophy in Europe at the 
national and international level: is now realized !!

Based on new EU approach: fantastic possibilities
- reduce dependency on use of chemical pesticides
- develop IPM
- compulsary implementation of IPM in 2014 in EC
- but current National Action Plans (e.g. France, 

Germany) mainly concentrate on reduction of volume 
of pesticides  



How most EC member states see IPM

 


